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Objective

• To provide a framework for using 

comparative analysis to evaluate policies 

(old, existing, or new) that involve setting 

priorities. 



Outline

• Introduction

• Comparative analysis & background

• Conceptual framework for identifying and 

comparing policy options

• Scenarios/Discussion

• Decision making

• Wrap-up
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Does bottled water have a place in 

the distribution of potable water to 

the public?



Lead in School DW

• Lead levels in a school have been determined to 
be consistently above maximum acceptable 
limits whereas the water entering the school has 
relatively low levels of lead.  The parent 
committee has raised concerns regarding lead 
exposure and child development to the school 
board.  Some parents are sending their children 
to school with bottled water or re-usable bottles 
filled from home and telling them not to drink the 
water at school.

• What do you recommend to the school for the 
delivery of potable water to the school?





The System in Context

• Where can we intervene in the 

system?

–sources of drinking water

–treatment/monitoring

–distribution/storage

–end user/tap

–waste





Dealing with 

Ongoing Boil Water Advisory

• Members of a small town of 500 people 

use river water (runoff from a nearby 

mountain) as their source of drinking 

water.  The river water has never been 

treated and had been used for 50 years 

without incident until two years ago when 

an outbreak of giardiasis occurred and a 

third of the community became ill.  



The System in Context

• Where can we intervene in the 

system?

–sources of drinking water

–treatment/monitoring

–distribution/storage

–end user/tap

–waste



Decision-Making



Does bottled water have a place in 

the distribution of potable water to 

the public?



Thank you!
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